Iloprost: an adjunctive approach to chronic viral hepatitis treatment.
Chronic viral liver disease may evolve to cirrhosis. The medical treatment to slow down this passage is based on anti-viral and anti-fibrotic properties of interferon. Recently, we evidenced significant increase of portal vein flow velocity and volume after a prostacyclin analog (iloprost) infusion in subjects without and with chronic viral hepatitis. On the basis of these results and considering both the pathophysiology of viral liver disease and the mechanism of action of iloprost in portal microcirculation, we hypothesize that it may be of some efficacy in chronic liver disease ameliorating the portal hemodynamics and producing an anti-oxidant liver effect.